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TuscolaCounty
Townships

Akron
G ¢ KS tthelACkSrmahAgriculture YR CIF NXYf | Yy RéE

Akron likely means thield that isvery aable and agrarian.
The German word "aker" meaffigld or cultivated land.
Akron was named after Ohio's City of Akron.
Akron isaplace of agriculture and the ardent famer.
[ FOAY Gl ASNE I gfsBmebrghblfar®idghfiéld o I 1 NE
Near Akron mps produce a great and wonderful yield.
In the fields ofAkronplanting is done otevel fertile ground oralmost every acre.

Almer
dTheNobleperson'

Almer means the atheling or high born man or woman
It means theoverseer, the elder, the gentlean or woman.

Arbella
GThe Artist Whose Work is a Piece &eauty"

Arbella means one withrtistic skilland symmetry.
It means someone whose work is a new creation or novella
The word is related to Mars.
Marswas he God of Agriculture and Warho was often mentioned inmany
ancient memoirs.
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Dayton
GThe Highland ob & 1 S €

The surname Dayton cora&om the name Deighton.
Deighton means the town by the dyke.
A dyke is a mound.
Dayton idocated inTuscola County's southern high ground.

Columbia
G ¢ fSynbol of Love the Dovet

The word olumbine means dove.
Passenger Pigeons once flediColumbia Township in the northern part of
Tuscola.
The dovds the symbol of Venasthe Goddess of Love.

Denmark
GThea  NA Kf | Yy Ré€
Denmark meanghe borderland,moor, or swamp land.
In Europe as here a borderlamstalled amarsh ormark.
Elkland
G¢KS [FTYR 2§ (0KS w2S 5
Elkland means the hi¢gdndt

It was te place of the elk or large roe deer.
In EKland in Tuscola once at aarly date hunters ofthe "alce" would gather.

Ellington
dTheElevatedHillor¢ 2 g y €
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Ellington means the highland town.
It isthe place with altitude.
It is aplace that is not subdued.
Ellington is an elevateaighlandnot far fromthe northern bankof the Cass River
Ellingbnis landthat iselevated and uplifted.
It isa land that was formedpwards orsuperior.

Elmwood
A¢CKS 9f RSNJ C2NXBaild wSlIf Yé

Elmwood means the forestf alder or elm.
Elmwad once contained forest of maturedeciduouswvood.

Fairgrove
G ¢ KS fulSVoatsiofPine

Fairgrovewas theplace ofthe goodpine.
Fairgrove lies on a small knolt which oncepinetrees grewthat were firstrate.
Fairgrove was also tlste ofthe Native Indiartrail and wigwanset in acove.
Thebeautyof the isolatedpines whichoncestood here wasgreat.

Fremont
G[ AOSNIie azdzyil Ayh
Fremont means théree orunencumbered mountain.
Ly ¢ dzhesPuther@idr of hills,is found he Township of Fremont.
Gilford
4 ¢ K & thatlFordsOver(i KS Ddzf f & ¢

Gilford neans the passgevayoverthe ravine.
Gilford was the place of the smatream.
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The creek curvedboutin a wayserpentine.
An ancient Indianrial one crossed the stream
This was the site of a ford over the ridlitch, or gully.
Here today are many dihes and drains.
This was once a site of wetland plains.
It was the place of th&lative trail and thegullyford.

Indianfields
G ¢ KS Icarden IOBR ¢

Indianfieldswas once the site of thBlativecultivated ground ordrmland.
Native! Y S NA dténycd@ tathe Indianfields
Inthe springthey worked here in theirgardenfields.
Theyplantedlarge crops of Indianorn, squash, beans, and potatoes
Theyarrangedthe plantingsogether inshort arrangements rorows.

Juniata
GTheStandingw 2 O £

JuniataTownship is theite where a highill occurs.
Thelroquoian word JuniatY S ya aadl yRAY 3
The township was ongareviouslycalled Rogers.
The hill lays above high and catches the wind or breeze.
A copiousview of the Cass River Valisyse@ from the hills of Juniata.
The hilswere once covered with majestic cork pine tee

Kingston
dThe TownRoyal"

The site oKingston is baronial.
It Thumb ofMichigamQa NR &l f 24y
An earlyinhabitant owred a link to King.
Whatstories that heriage bring.
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Koylton
aTheHighlandHille

The Latin word "cdis" meanghe hill.
Koylton is sein a high pointin the center of the Thumb of Michigan.
It is aplace of the ancient Indiamail that went alonga highland
Koylton isatownship at thetop of a highknoll ofgravel andsand

Millington
dThe Place oMillwork €

Millington means the place whei@nes were harvested anclt.

Millington was thesite of theearlywinter logginghut.
Millington was also thesite of a saw mill that slicedbughlogs and performed
other millwork.
Manyboardfeet oflogswere transported down the currestf the creek called
Millington.
They weredestined for theCass and Saginaw Riwand their saw mills.
Loggessworkedthe woodseachfall andwinter.
Mill sawyersoften worked in the spring and summer.
Millington was the origin and site of bounteous millwork.

Millington was named for Dr. Millington of Ann Arbor.

Novesta
G¢CKS {G20S¢

Novesta wahurriedlynamedafter a stove called "No. 5 Vesta".
Vesta waghe Latin goddess of the fireplace, hearth, or stove.
Novesta is named during a cold winter spell.
Novestais during the wintera chilly lowland or dell.
Novestais the place oflomestic lifeand the home
Perhaps in name the township, the authors wereniting of warmth of the new
home.
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Tuscola
daThelLevelCultivatedLanc

Tuscolas said to meathe level prairie land.
At one time theThumb of Michigan was calldy the FrencliLa Pays Plat".
This phrase mearttie country that is fat.
NativeAmerican Chief Otusson had a village that watly in Tuscola.
The meaning of his name wakaiorm, bed, or bench
In Anishinabé'tesa] | Y Anzhans the flatand.
The Anishinabevord & (i 8b&rieans bench.
G¢Saaléeé Aa O02yySO0SR édsdudh asthed; platfon) 2 SO G A
cupboard, or scaffold
Perhaps, Tuscola éri S & a Iif ils ofigiral Blative meaningneantlevelbench
land or plateau.
The Latin word "cd" means cultivated land darmland.
Tuscolameans thegardenland that islevel orflat like abench land oplateau.
Tugola is a bit oboth Native American and Latin expressiovigen all is said and
told.

Vassar
d¢ KS dfthelHOI®? | (1 S NE

Vassar meanthat which containsvater.
InN[ F GAY bOlivessebrvaSel ya |
Vassar is located on a flogalain or alluvial groundearthe Cass River.
Hoods were once commorto this locaton.
CKS 92NR FT2NJ gl GSNI A& Gol aaSNE
Thiswas the werflowingor high waterplace.
This was once site of frequent inundation.

Wells
dThe{ LINA y I ¢

Wells means the place of artesian spring.
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Wells means the place where cold water from the ground expels.
An artesian well was once locatbdre.
The township was named for it first pioneer Joseph Wells.
It was the place of the naturébuntain or place of water.

Watertown
G¢KS 2SGf I yR

Watertown means thenoor ormarshland.
Watertown meansvhere there issodden ground.
Watertownwasthe place of theuplandbog.
Onthe nearby, dry, sandy hillerge majestic pine once greandwere found.
Watertown was the place of the muskrat, beaver, badger, raccdongawvith the
wetlandfrog.

Wisner
GThe Wet Prairie oD NI &a &af I y Ré§

Wisneris along Saginaw Baypdwas once a wetneadowland.
"Wiesen" in German mearike fieldor open country.
Wisner was named fdvlichigan governoMoses Wisner
Wisnerwasa placefor fishingandhunting.
Wisner was the place of th&énishinabex 4] ¢ | ébea2 NJ
Today herento Saginaw Bay empties tisereamcalledQuanicassee.
Itsname was shown othe 1855Famer map asiMaquanakeseel[hi]¢.
That name meanBlack Bar River.
East oWisnerwas the Natd S  o-@adidgd 2 NJ g Af R NAOS 3l (K
Time here wasften takenat a leisurely pace.
Lyd2 GKS . 2&é3ylairy3d Sy-auwaMSEa2 adNBI
Then&yrSa tA1Ste& YSIyld ¢KS -ijdaReorha ¢ g2 |/
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TuscolaCounty
Rivers and Streams

Cass River
G¢ KS {ofiS€dy Gravel, and Stoneg

Michigan Territorial Governor Lewis Cass was the namesakieef@ass River.
His surname may have meaapeisonfrom the rock or sbne.
The Latin word for rock is "saxum".
The Cass Rivertlse grandriver of Michigan's Thumb.
Latin "calx" Fench "cailloux"meanstony orrocky.
The Cass River is made of cobble
It is a river ofgraveland pebble.

Cheboyganing Crde
G ¢ REceoDNBEIId wAOS DFGKSNAyYy3IE

Cheboyganing means the place for flailing.
"Gitchi" means great while "bwahgan" means to harvest rice wihck.
Cheboyganing Creek was the great rice gathering creek.
Here wid rice was knoatd into a canoe witha quickflick of a stick

Columbia Creek
dThe Home of the&s 2 @ S €

The columbines the morning dove.
Passenger pigeons or doves once flockedr and alongColumbia Creek.
They were a spectacular sight
Their geat flocks wouldshadethe skyand make itas dark as twilighor night
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Evergreen Creek
GThe Place of théine'

Evergreen Creek was onberderedwith majesticalways gren cork pine
Loggersoncecut and floatedpine logsdown Evergreertreek.

Goodwin Creek
G¢KS tfFOS 2F . ftSaaay3e

Adgooding is a blesed thing.
Goodwin Creek was once called Houghton and Goodings Creek.
The woodland bounty ahe early Goodwin Creek was a grdde¢ssing of
thanksgiving.

Perry Creek
4 ¢ RISceofthed F NNE h@SNJ 2NJ t 2NJI | 3S¢

The Latin word "peri" means to go throughto carrysomethingover.
Below the mouth of Perry Creek once was a driftwood dam that blocked the river.
This was the place of a great Cass River portage.
t SNNE / NBS| ¢l a fag 2yO0S OF f ¢

Quanicassee River
GThe. ST NJ | YR (SkBwdreelk e Qa 2 NJ

Thewest branch of the Quanicassee Riwas origirally called Maquane-ke-
see[be]?
dMa]l ¢ Im&ansbear whiled €ebe means river.

Two streams ran int@oygornng marshjust northeast of Maquane-ke-see.
Boygoning means where wittte isthrashed,gathered or collected.
Thetwo creeks vere both called Quara-kussee

TheseCreeks were later both partly or fulballed Squaw Creek

11855 Farmer Map of Michigan.
21855 Farmer Map of Michigan.
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In Anishinaabe or Chippewédkkwe-sh 6 A ¢ Y SI ya {ljdz2 & [ N2
Quanicassee likely means Squ@reekor where the ladies in the marsh worked.
¢CKS | YAEAKAYL | -0ij6sa 1A NIA BQuandwoiCiesks.
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Cutting from the 1855 Farmer Map of Michigan that shows Magueke-see

[River] and theeachQuana-cus-see [Rive].
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Thecutting above from the 1873Tackkberry chartof Tuscola shows the
northwest Squaw Crek andQuanicasse®iver.

Sucker Creek
The Sucker Fish Rivger

The stream called Sucker Creek was named for the maple trees along its side that
produced maple sugar.
Native American's made sugar cubes from the sap of the maple trees that grew
along the creek.
French "sucre" and in German "Zucker" mean sugar.
Nonetheless dring the spring, the stream was known also for its great runs of
sucker fish.
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Coated with maple syrup everyone would eat them with relish.
Whether Sucker Creek means sugathef fish the sucker is a guess.
Both are noble names nonetheless.

White Creek
G¢KS /ESENIFYR . NAIKG {GNBIY

Tuscola County's second largest stream is White Creek.
White Creek glittered with light and was a crystigar runningstream.

Wiscoggin Cree
GThe Home of théBeaveror Muskrat[ 2 R3S ¢

Wiscoggin Creek w&mown as Wishkawkingnd Wiseoning
It wasalsoeven labeled Sebewaing.
Wiscoggin Creekeems to mean thever ofthe beaver or muskrat lodge.
Wiscoggin Creekas theplaceof many a smaknimal haunt.
It was a place of which everyone would speak.
The pelts fronthe Wiscoggin Creek were worn wigineatdisplayof flaunt.
LY ! YA&KAYiAIADH AES AYSS|F¥yaa 0 KS o6SI SN 2 NJ
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The above Cutting of the 1855 Farmer paf Michigan shows Tuscola County
and its creeks and rivers.
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